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Unwarranted interference in family life 

I have deep concern about the proposed bill, which I believe reflects an ideological 

obsession rather than any proper consideration of value or effect. You may be aware, for 

example, that Sweden became the first country to ban smacking back in 1979. Rather than 

causing decreased violence amongst children, the figures in fact show the opposite effect, 

with child-on-child violence increasing by 1,791 per cent between 1984 and 2010. 

Apart from such evidentiary grounds, we must also acknowledge that the current laws are 

more than sufficient to prevent and punish parental abuse of children. Unreasonable 

Chastisement is already unlawful, as is child abuse. All that a smacking ban would do is 

criminalise loving parents who believe that the controlled exercise of physical discipline is 

occasionally necessary with some children to reinforce the importance of certain social 

behaviours. Some people and parents may not agree with this, or have had cause to resort 

to smacking, but that does mean that the action should be proscribed for everyone. Indeed, 

one can just imagine the extra pressure such a law will put on the police, social work and 

judicial systems, already stretched dealing with the real and pressing problems in our 

society. There is also no evidence that the public at large would support such a diversion of 

resources when, as I say, our current laws are more than sufficient to deal with genuine 

cases of harm. On the contrary, I believe a ComRes poll last year found that 74% of 

Scottish adults were against the criminalisation of smacking. 

Finally, it is a basis of a healthy society, in my view, that the state avoids interfering in 

family life except where it really needs to. This has been a functional principle in our society 

for generations, and one that – in my view – has served us well. In the Government's rush 

to be seen as 'progressive’, it must not be allowed to take us down a path where the basic 

rights and freedoms on which we all stand are fatally undermined. For myself, and I do not 

exaggerate, I would not wish to continue living in a country that saw fit to interfere with 

family life in this way. In such a country, anything and everything is possible...and I don't 

mean in a good way. 

I hope these comments are helpful, and that the proposed bill is duly abandoned as the 

dangerous, unsupported nonsense that it is. 

 


